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A Comprehensive Look at Illegal Gambling and 
Alleged Skill Games in Pennsylvania 

 

1 

This packet compiles publicly available information from news articles, business registrations, and court 
records concerning illegal gambling devices in Pennsylvania. These machines are frequently marketed or 
disguised as "skill games," yet they have been the focus of numerous investigations, seizures, and criminal 
prosecutions. 

It is important to note that not all skill games are illegal. For instance, Pennsylvania skill games designed by 
Pace-O-Matic2 have been proven in court to qualify as legal skill games.  

The aim of this packet is to identify the risks associated with illegal gambling devices and to analyze how 
certain businesses and individuals have been repeatedly connected to their distribution. By synthesizing this 
information, we hope to provide a clearer understanding of the challenges and legal implications surrounding 
illegal gambling practices in the state. This insight will be valuable for stakeholders seeking to navigate this 
complex landscape legally. 

 

 
1 Graphics & Design / Flyer Design by designer Rifat on Fiverr: https://www.Fiverrr.com/mdrifat15/do-corporate-business-flyer-
design-with-unlimited-revisions.  
2  “Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania, No. 707 C.D. 2023”, 
https://www.pacourts.us/assets/opinions/Commonwealth/out/707CD23_11-30-23.pdf  

https://www.fiverr.com/mdrifat15/do-corporate-business-flyer-design-with-unlimited-revisions
https://www.fiverr.com/mdrifat15/do-corporate-business-flyer-design-with-unlimited-revisions
https://www.pacourts.us/assets/opinions/Commonwealth/out/707CD23_11-30-23.pdf
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Visual Example: Aurora “Skill Games” 

Photo(s) of Aurora “Skill Games” machines with Pinnacle Vending chairs, serving as an example of how these 
devices are marketed and placed. 

   
 

 3 4 
  

 
3 Graphics & Design / Flyer Design by designer Rifat on Fiverr: https://www.Fiverrr.com/mdrifat15/do-corporate-business-flyer-
design-with-unlimited-revisions. 
4 Photo posted by @joann.beltran.9 on Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/p/DN_cLWJEyjb/.  

https://www.fiverr.com/mdrifat15/do-corporate-business-flyer-design-with-unlimited-revisions
https://www.fiverr.com/mdrifat15/do-corporate-business-flyer-design-with-unlimited-revisions
https://www.instagram.com/p/DN_cLWJEyjb/
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 News Coverage at a Glance 
 

5 
  

 
5 “Onetime Allegheny County video poker kingpin faces new charges” ‘The little bit I have left is all legal’ “ by Megan Guza 
published in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: https://www.post-gazette.com/news/crime-courts/2025/05/15/pennsylvania-illegal-video-
poker-gambling/stories/202505140077 
“AG’s office says it seized hundreds of illegal gambling machines disguised as Skill Games” by Peter Hall published in the 
Pennsylvania Capital-Star, https://penncapital-star.com/briefs/ags-office-says-it-seized-hundreds-of-illegal-gambling-machines-
disguised-as-skill-games/ 
“Tinicum motel raided and machines seized” by Pete Bannan published in the Delaware County Daily Times: 
https://www.delcotimes.com/2023/06/29/tinicum-motel-raided-for-gambling-machines/ 
“Video poker kingpin pleads guilty in sports-betting ring”, Jason Cato, Trib Live, https://archive.triblive.com/news/video-poker-
kingpin-pleads-guilty-in-sports-betting-ring/ 

Name News Article Publication Published Date Legal Actions Key Connections
Onetime Allegheny County video poker 
kingpin faces new charges: 'The little 
bit I have left is all legal'

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 5/15/25
Discusses illegal video poker machines 
marketed as skill games and law 
enforcement challenges

Mentions Buffalo Skill Games as part of 
the seizures in Western Pennsylvania

AG’s Office Says It Seized Hundreds of 
Illegal Gambling Machines Disguised 
as Skill Games

Pennsylvania Capital-Star 5/14/25
Over 400 machines seized; warehouse 
search uncovered $175,000; devices 
disguised as skill games

Names J.J. Amusements as one of the 
companies supplying illegal gambling 
devices; owned by John F. Conley

Tinicum Motel Raided for Gambling 
Machines

PennLive 3/27/19
Raid uncovered illegal gambling 
machines at motel

Buffalo Skill games charged with 
multiple counts of having gambling 
devices

Video Poker Kingpin Pleads Guilty in 
Sports-Betting Ring

TribLIVE 5/6/09
Guilty plea in sports-betting ring; 
distribution of video poker machines

Connects Buffalo Skill Games 
ownership to Conley

Onetime Allegheny County video poker 
kingpin faces new charges: 'The little 
bit I have left is all legal'

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 5/15/25
Discusses illegal video poker machines 
marketed as skill games and law 
enforcement challenges

Mentions J.J. Amusements as part of 
broader illegal gambling operations in 
Western Pennsylvania

AG’s Office Says It Seized Hundreds of 
Illegal Gambling Machines Disguised 
as Skill Games

Pennsylvania Capital-Star 5/14/25
Over 400 machines seized; warehouse 
search uncovered $175,000; devices 
disguised as skill games

Names J.J. Amusements as one of the 
companies supplying illegal gambling 
devices; owned by John F. Conley

Video Poker Kingpin Pleads Guilty in 
Sports-Betting Ring

TribLIVE 5/6/09
Guilty plea in sports-betting ring; 
distribution of video poker machines

Connects J.J. Amusements’ ownership 
to Conley

John D. Conley
AG’s Office Says It Seized Hundreds of 
Illegal Gambling Machines Disguised 
as Skill Games

Pennsylvania Capital-Star 5/14/25
Father-son operation; court 
documents reference kickbacks paid

Named in court documents as co-
leader with father of the illegal 
gambling enterprise; involved in 
company operations

Onetime Allegheny County video poker 
kingpin faces new charges: 'The little 
bit I have left is all legal'

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 5/15/25
Discusses illegal video poker machines 
marketed as skill games

Referred to as the individual behind 
companies distributing illegal gambling 
devices in Western PA

AG’s Office Says It Seized Hundreds of 
Illegal Gambling Machines Disguised 
as Skill Games

Pennsylvania Capital-Star 5/14/25
Seizure of 400+ machines; warehouse 
search uncovered $175,000

Named as owner of companies 
supplying illegal gambling devices; 
prior convictions for gambling and 
money laundering

Video Poker Kingpin Pleads Guilty in 
Sports-Betting Ring

TribLIVE 5/6/09
Guilty plea in sports-betting ring; 
distribution of video poker machines

Identified as central figure in ongoing 
illegal gambling activity; network 
included machines supplied to 
storefronts

Buffalo Skill Games

J.J. Amusements

John F. "Duffy" Conley

https://www.post-gazette.com/news/crime-courts/2025/05/15/pennsylvania-illegal-video-poker-gambling/stories/202505140077
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/crime-courts/2025/05/15/pennsylvania-illegal-video-poker-gambling/stories/202505140077
https://penncapital-star.com/briefs/ags-office-says-it-seized-hundreds-of-illegal-gambling-machines-disguised-as-skill-games/
https://penncapital-star.com/briefs/ags-office-says-it-seized-hundreds-of-illegal-gambling-machines-disguised-as-skill-games/
https://www.delcotimes.com/2023/06/29/tinicum-motel-raided-for-gambling-machines/
https://archive.triblive.com/news/video-poker-kingpin-pleads-guilty-in-sports-betting-ring/
https://archive.triblive.com/news/video-poker-kingpin-pleads-guilty-in-sports-betting-ring/
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News Overview 

1. “Onetime Allegheny County video poker kingpin faces new charges” ‘The little bit I have left is all 
legal “6 

a. A May 2025 article from the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette discusses the prevalence of illegal video 
poker machines in Pennsylvania. The article details how these machines are often marketed as 
skill games but operate similarly to traditional slot machines, raising concerns about their legality 
and the need for regulatory oversight. The piece also touches on the challenges faced by law 
enforcement in addressing this issue. 

i.  

ii.  

 

 
6 “Onetime Allegheny County video poker kingpin faces new charges” ‘The little bit I have left is all legal’ “ by Megan Guza 
published in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: https://www.post-gazette.com/news/crime-courts/2025/05/15/pennsylvania-illegal-video-
poker-gambling/stories/202505140077.  

https://www.post-gazette.com/news/crime-courts/2025/05/15/pennsylvania-illegal-video-poker-gambling/stories/202505140077
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/crime-courts/2025/05/15/pennsylvania-illegal-video-poker-gambling/stories/202505140077
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2. “AG’s Office Says It Seized Hundreds of Illegal Gambling Machines Disguised as Skill Games”7 
a. In May 2025, the Pennsylvania Attorney General’s Office announced the seizure of over 400 

illegal gambling machines from various establishments across western Pennsylvania. These 
machines were allegedly supplied by two companies owned by a Pittsburgh man, John F. 
“Duffy” Conley, with prior convictions for illegal gambling. 

b. The companies, J.J. Amusements and Buffalo Skill Games, are each charged with a felony 
count of being a corrupt organization. A search of their warehouse in Homestead uncovered 
$175,000 in cash and an elaborate surveillance system monitoring gambling locations. 

c. The devices in question were described as slot machines disguised as skill games, requiring 
players to use judgment to win. 

d. Federal court records indicate that the owner, John F. Conley, was convicted of gambling and 
money laundering in 1995. Conley and his son, John D. Conley, are also named in court 
documents as leaders of an illegal gambling enterprise that paid nearly $100,000 in kickbacks to 
a former state police corporal. 

i.  

ii.  

  

 
7 “AG’s office says it seized hundreds of illegal gambling machines disguised as Skill Games” by Peter Hall published in the 
Pennsylvania Capital-Star, https://penncapital-star.com/briefs/ags-office-says-it-seized-hundreds-of-illegal-gambling-machines-
disguised-as-skill-games/.  

https://penncapital-star.com/briefs/ags-office-says-it-seized-hundreds-of-illegal-gambling-machines-disguised-as-skill-games/
https://penncapital-star.com/briefs/ags-office-says-it-seized-hundreds-of-illegal-gambling-machines-disguised-as-skill-games/
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3. Tinicum Motel Raided for Gambling Machines”8 
a. In June 2023, authorities raided the Tinicum Motel, uncovering illegal gambling machines 

operating on the premises. The raid is part of a broader effort by law enforcement to crack down 
on illegal gambling operations throughout Pennsylvania. While the article does not directly link 
the raid to Conley’s businesses, it illustrates the ongoing issue of illegal gambling machines in 
the state. 

i.  

  

 
8 “Tinicum motel raided and machines seized” by Pete Bannan published in the Delaware County Daily Times: 
https://www.delcotimes.com/2023/06/29/tinicum-motel-raided-for-gambling-machines/.  

https://www.delcotimes.com/2023/06/29/tinicum-motel-raided-for-gambling-machines/
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4. “Video Poker Kingpin Pleads Guilty in Sports-Betting Ring”9 
a. In May 2009, a prominent figure in the video poker industry pleaded guilty to charges related to 

a sports-betting ring. The individual admitted to operating illegal gambling activities, which 
included the distribution of video poker machines that were used in unregulated gambling 
operations. This case highlights the ongoing issues with illegal gambling devices in Pennsylvania 
and the individuals behind their distribution. 

i.  

ii.  

 

 
  

 
9 “Video poker kingpin pleads guilty in sports-betting ring” by Jason Cato published in the Trib Live: 
https://archive.triblive.com/news/video-poker-kingpin-pleads-guilty-in-sports-betting-ring/. 

https://archive.triblive.com/news/video-poker-kingpin-pleads-guilty-in-sports-betting-ring/
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Businesses 

Despite prior convictions, both Conleys have continued to form new entities linked to skill games and gambling 
devices in Pennsylvania: 

• Buffalo Skill Games (2020) 
o Registered by John F. Conley, alleged supplier of hundreds of illegal video gambling machines 

seized across Western PA. 

§  

§ 10 
• J.J. Amusement (1992) 

o An early entity tied to the Conleys’ gambling operations. John F. Conley is listed as an owner in 
historical records. 

§  

§ 11 
• Pinnacle Vending 

o Owned by John D. Conley, the son of John F. “Duffy” Conley, and operates Aurora “skill game” 
machines. Documentation shows Aurora games with Pinnacle Vending branding, both in-store 
and in promotional materials. Aurora games are often tied to illegal gambling investigations. 

§ 12 

 
10 Pennsylvania Office of Attorney General, Criminal Complaint No. ASAP-1036381/GEW23004 (Buffalo Skill Games). This 
document is part of public record but is not available online. Copies may be requested directly from the Pennsylvania Office of 
Attorney General. 
11 Pennsylvania Office of Attorney General, Criminal Complaint No. ASAP-1036381/GEW23004 (Buffalo Skill Games). This 
document is part of public record but is not available online. Copies may be requested directly from the Pennsylvania Office of 
Attorney General. 
12 Business Search “Pinnacle Amusement” on the Pennsylvania Department of State: https://file.dos.pa.gov/search/business. 

https://file.dos.pa.gov/search/business


___________________________________ 

This document has been prepared for educational and informational purposes only. All information contained herein is compiled from publicly available sources, 
including news reports, court filings, and government records. No confidential or proprietary information is included. 

Court Cases 

Recent and ongoing cases highlight how multiple entities, including Buffalo Skill Games and others in the skill 
game industry, have been tied to illegal or unregulated devices. 

1. CP-23-CR-0001589-2024 (Delaware County)13 

• Filed against Buffalo Skill Games. 
• Specifically identifies Aurora machines. 
• Connects directly to prior Attorney General seizures of unregulated devices. 

o   

 
13 Court of Common Pleas of Delaware County, Docket Number: CP-23-CR-0001589-2024: 
https://ujsportal.pacourts.us/Report/CpDocketSheet?docketNumber=CP-23-CR-0001589-
2024&dnh=5y2Dijn2%2BnzejnmcTPPXWQ%3D%3D. 
 

https://ujsportal.pacourts.us/Report/CpDocketSheet?docketNumber=CP-23-CR-0001589-2024&dnh=5y2Dijn2%2BnzejnmcTPPXWQ%3D%3D
https://ujsportal.pacourts.us/Report/CpDocketSheet?docketNumber=CP-23-CR-0001589-2024&dnh=5y2Dijn2%2BnzejnmcTPPXWQ%3D%3D


___________________________________ 

This document has been prepared for educational and informational purposes only. All information contained herein is compiled from publicly available sources, 
including news reports, court filings, and government records. No confidential or proprietary information is included. 

2. ASAP-1036381/GEW23004 (Attorney General Complaint)14 

• Criminal complaint against Buffalo Skill Games. 
• The Affidavit of Probable Cause documents seizures of illegal video gaming devices (VGDs). 

o   

 
14 Pennsylvania Office of Attorney General, Criminal Complaint No. ASAP-1036381/GEW23004 (Buffalo Skill Games). This 
document is part of public record but is not available online. Copies may be requested directly from the Pennsylvania Office of 
Attorney General. 
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o  
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3. CP-46-MD-0000110-2023 (Montgomery County, Court of Common Pleas)15 

• Filed in connection with an organized crime task force investigation into Deibler Brothers Novelty 
Company. 

• A sample of 31 locations was reviewed. The task force noted that both Banilla and Jenka Lab Aurora 
devices included a “nudge” function, a feature commonly cited by regulators as characteristic of 
illegal gambling devices. 

• Although not directed at the Conleys, this case reinforces that Aurora machines — like those 
distributed by Buffalo Skill Games and Pinnacle Vending — continue to surface in legal proceedings 
across Pennsylvania. 

o  

 
15 Montgomery County Common Pleas CP-46-MD-0000110-2023. This document is part of the public record but is not available 
online. Copies may be requested directly from the Montgomery County Clerk of Courts. 
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Conclusion 

Illegal gambling devices continue to surface in Pennsylvania, often disguised as skill games. Multiple Conley-
owned businesses, including Buffalo Skill Games, J.J. Amusements, and Pinnacle Vending, have been tied 
to these activities. 

This document was prepared for educational and informational purposes only. All information contained herein 
is compiled from publicly available sources, including news reports, court filings, and government records. No 
confidential or proprietary information is included. 

 

Court Cases 

• Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania, No. 707 C.D. 2023”, 
https://www.pacourts.us/assets/opinions/Commonwealth/out/707CD23_11-30-23.pdf  

• Court of Common Pleas of Delaware County, Docket Number: CP-23-CR-0001589-2024: 
https://ujsportal.pacourts.us/Report/CpDocketSheet?docketNumber=CP-23-CR-0001589-
2024&dnh=5y2Dijn2%2BnzejnmcTPPXWQ%3D%3D. 

• Montgomery County Common Pleas CP-46-MD-0000110-2023. This document is part of the public record but is 
not available online. Copies may be requested directly from the Montgomery County Clerk of Courts. 

• Pennsylvania Office of Attorney General, Criminal Complaint No. ASAP-1036381/GEW23004 (Buffalo Skill 
Games). This document is part of public record but is not available online. Copies may be requested directly from 
the Pennsylvania Office of Attorney General. 

News Sources 

• “AG’s office says it seized hundreds of illegal gambling machines disguised as Skill Games” by Peter Hall 
published in the Pennsylvania Capital-Star, https://penncapital-star.com/briefs/ags-office-says-it-seized-hundreds-
of-illegal-gambling-machines-disguised-as-skill-games/. 

• “Onetime Allegheny County video poker kingpin faces new charges” ‘The little bit I have left is all legal’ “ by 
Megan Guza published in the Pittsburgh Post Gazette: https://www.post-gazette.com/news/crime-
courts/2025/05/15/pennsylvania-illegal-video-poker-gambling/stories/202505140077. 

• “Tinicum motel raided and machines seized” by Pete Bannan published in the Delaware County Daily Times: 
https://www.delcotimes.com/2023/06/29/tinicum-motel-raided-for-gambling-machines/. 

• “Video poker kingpin pleads guilty in sports-betting ring”, Jason Cato, Trib Live, 
https://archive.triblive.com/news/video-poker-kingpin-pleads-guilty-in-sports-betting-ring/. 

Online Sources 

• Business Search “Pinnacle Amusement” on the Pennsylvania Department of State: 
https://file.dos.pa.gov/search/business. 

• Graphics & Design / Flyer Design by designer Rifat on Fiver: https://www.fiverr.com/mdrifat15/do-corporate-
business-flyer-design-with-unlimited-revisions. 

• Photo posted by @joann.beltran.9 on Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/p/DN_cLWJEyjb/. 

https://www.pacourts.us/assets/opinions/Commonwealth/out/707CD23_11-30-23.pdf
https://ujsportal.pacourts.us/Report/CpDocketSheet?docketNumber=CP-23-CR-0001589-2024&dnh=5y2Dijn2%2BnzejnmcTPPXWQ%3D%3D
https://ujsportal.pacourts.us/Report/CpDocketSheet?docketNumber=CP-23-CR-0001589-2024&dnh=5y2Dijn2%2BnzejnmcTPPXWQ%3D%3D
https://penncapital-star.com/briefs/ags-office-says-it-seized-hundreds-of-illegal-gambling-machines-disguised-as-skill-games/
https://penncapital-star.com/briefs/ags-office-says-it-seized-hundreds-of-illegal-gambling-machines-disguised-as-skill-games/
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/crime-courts/2025/05/15/pennsylvania-illegal-video-poker-gambling/stories/202505140077
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/crime-courts/2025/05/15/pennsylvania-illegal-video-poker-gambling/stories/202505140077
https://www.delcotimes.com/2023/06/29/tinicum-motel-raided-for-gambling-machines/
https://archive.triblive.com/news/video-poker-kingpin-pleads-guilty-in-sports-betting-ring/
https://file.dos.pa.gov/search/business
https://www.fiverr.com/mdrifat15/do-corporate-business-flyer-design-with-unlimited-revisions
https://www.fiverr.com/mdrifat15/do-corporate-business-flyer-design-with-unlimited-revisions
https://www.instagram.com/p/DN_cLWJEyjb/

